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My name is Setsuko Shimomoto, I am a chief plaintiff of a lawsuit in Japan that was filed by
Japanese fishers impacted by nuclear testing in the Pacific.

71 years ago, in March 1954, the Daigo Fukuryu Maru, or Lucky Dragon No. 5, returned to
Japan after being exposed to lethal radioactive fallout from the Castle Bravo hydrogen bomb test.
By the end of the year, about 1000 Japanese fishing boats were in the area and impacted by
nuclear tests. My father was in one of them.

Most of the fishers were abandoned without any explanation. By the end of the year, Japan and
the U.S. entered into an agreement and halted investigations. We are fighting in court since 2016,
demanding compensations from the Japanese government that abandoned affected fishers.

Meanwhile in 1954, after learning about what had happened to the Daigo Fukuryu Maru, more
than 30 million signatures against nuclear testing were collected in Japan, and an anti-nuclear
movement spread across the country. This became the catalyst, and hibakusha from Hiroshima
and Nagasaki started to share their testimonies of atomic bombings. In 1955, the first World
Conference against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs was held, and in the following year, Nihon
Hidankyo was founded.

In Kochi Prefecture, where we live, it was not until the 1980s when high school students initiated
collecting testimonies in our communities and found out that many people passed away at a
young age due to blood-related illnesses and cancers. However, the Japanese government
continues to deny the impact of internal radiation exposure where radioactive material that was
inhaled or ingested into the body continues to release radioactivity near cells.

The late Mr. Iwasa of Nihon Hidankyo once said, “National reparations are a promise from the
government to its people that it will not engage in war or create any more hibakusha.”

In 2023, the Japanese government started releasing treated but still contaminated water into the
Pacific Ocean from the damaged TEPCO’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. They are
also planning to “recycle” radioactively contaminated soil from decontamination efforts for
public projects. If we allow these actions, they will create more hibakusha or nuclear victims.

The Japanese government has a responsibility to ratify the TPNW, recognize victims of black
rain in Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as fishers affected by nuclear testing, and inform the
world of the dangers of radioactivity.

I will be speaking in detail at a side event later today at 10AM in Conference Room A at the
United Nations. Please join us. Thank you very much.




