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* Nuclear test veterans encouraged quest for apology will succeed

* New Zealand's nuclear horror still not acknowledged say vets

* Nuclear test veterans seek audience with prime minister over family health problems

DAVID UNWIN/STUFF

1HIfTbnza g -7+ vKDZEFEKET, RSAFEUHEHYD~<AL 7 - FaF—KnrbRe —
ZRTWMBEREANDOTL - 2K (FR), 7747 - 2R DTy bR, w470 by
—< XK,

T ORERGEDORTIE. 77 v TADME 72 b B3 FEEROBEIEDFLE% L T iz,

[ANAZDBIRRTH B 3> TE Lz, FOREDRTA,IZHY A TL T, fltift

ICH Do THRRAICR > TR LAYV FRATLE] ETHFORT IV, 7747+ R

FUT Y RIEE o T

N Cf[}ﬁ?ﬁi(b% QI E LT

€7 b vid, BEREANCELCTEDZENTL 2X)ICE o7, 51, ES, D&V
’i%%@&mﬁ%%@#iiht:kt&%ﬁtf(ﬂto

[Z PV 7y M, BO72bRZ TR OMEDO KRE S % RBKL 2B 2Rz CnE

ERR

[BRABITHE Lz, HEVICHOEWRECTLZ e LAaThiERbR0we v

2


https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300309768/nuclear-test-veterans-encouraged-quest-for-apology-will-succeed?rm=a
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/125002784/new-zealands-nuclear-horror-still-not-acknowledged-say-vets?rm=a
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300285208/nuclear-test-veterans-seek-audience-with-prime-minister-over-family-health-problems?rm=a

FLZ0
1990 FERRLY. 7 FofMEMfETH 2V a v - N—kiF, HoMECZ ORiELS ED
I RPICELINT L E 72 ETHH o7,

[55% LT ADRMHEAAIC R > TCLE > 72ATT, DEWIRERL 572 A7, |

[(FAIZ IS T, A Y AN=RZORBEHPEA T 2 OEFICOWTHCT12 55
I, R, BRI DEETREZ LS D L Aff DT LFEoTwd,

.|
-

THhFxOMEH X, BRI OEEZ LT 5 X5 ICEFbi, BRI M 2T o 7,

MHREE2F v X

1950 RO EFIC L o T, WBHEHITHMZHNRE T 27-00F 7 v P 2o,

2747 v b (86 W) IFHE L LT ERED, BTl %, BOIT I T &l
L TAKKL 7z,

B EP~w L —ICOHEL, TV FRZRLZEL 74 ) v 7 ETFOBEXDYUEAEIC D

L 7=,

1958 4F, 77 ¥ FOFEMEBIC ML T T, KPFFECHIT ML, 2 cREME:
X, JRT — 2 OIE L HE DML R OBIZR 21T T L2 b I T,

~A TN by —<REA 825%) DBEMLIZDIZ, TLE1THD E &/ 57, FEHRE

B 7-EBAKEREODIc VY e 7 ) —lz#E# T 2IcEY EEY T —ICh

S CF v X LGEE 7 & CRET %3 L 72,

ZvERALTIE, by = ARKELIZT 4 YNTREINICHZ AN HiIto—BLR ), =
U FRZAFEBITOEANTIE RN EICR/AIKETEFELZIC A7l v,

3



[T ) FR2T, WHBHTDOEATIE RN LICRAIKET. WMEBETFLEI AR, B
LNFHA

1958 4E, bPw—<v b7 HFBICHTo T, HICK 2 &, THEIZTERSIC 80 <4
A (128 1) UEEShARVEIICEbhTnzt v,

ZFYTy PEALRBE by =X XA DEERSBEIRO FEIC OB A S 72D
277,

N—k XA (81) DVFEICABKLEZD D 17 MOW7E 5 72,

BEIC AR L 72013 17 KoK B4 2 1 i3ifirolar L Bo - [FAMT T 25 <,
R ARL BB THRITLZDO R FRR— v icfTorz 1 HEFE o, Za—V—5 v
FUADEICf T2 b b B EHATLZ,

LB HEETEN T, BHRGIZ R AR oftF 23522 3FE 2ok o7,

1958 X, 7 Hh x50 LT, BKEBROHBEICRD I L2 Moz =iz, fL%E
U oz, "S5 CHEBO LS o7%",

T Y A AT W S el SRR Ei

1965 4, Y a v « N—w AT A, KFFERRE B2, BRI ARHRZHL, HEORE 2R
DR AR D> 7z,

TH—=NAT =T
1958 E8 A 9 AT, A Y FALYTOMICH 2 7 Y A~ ZAET5 BOKEERITT
z/)nf:o



APV Ty MiE3ERENE, Z205H 2 MEDOEEIIERT, JNED 20 (513H o725
Do

[ERBIERTZ 072D CTF o KPFHFERICERBERESE LD T, ZnxBEHL R TN
Ehbhhrot, ZAETE2ECEMALATNERY EEATLR, ]

[EFT 2DIMHD 222720 T, FAzbiEIREVE, Z20EDOFILWizD T, |
- 720 L WIZZ, 7HFoiKa v F vy —IcBEDFE L 72720, Tk
DRAKZEDZ7-DICHIIRHEI N, 2RI, THEIZ L VS DR EZ RN
ZHTREME DS B - 72,

ARV Ty M BRET U RRZ B, BALr o EREL TS, EL W, &)
Ebihz, "TOXICELL oD, FACiZAbhadroTz, BLALLEIEATEA, L
DMEfFRTECVWRP o707 EBVWET, ],

hE7-H 13, ARV ZEHTICANLT, HZRIT LS ICEbN, FiRCw s Azb i, B
HC T % [ CHE - TRE- T 7z,

"ZEIH b, BHPBHLCLE oA, FOFROERR AL, Wi o7k,
ZD2OHOKE RIFHD-DIC, 20 H%ICHEIIHZHT RO ER2 X5 ICEbh
776

"HORHCH 072 Atz e BERE 272, "

N VT 4 0DFERE R, R D D22 [, KE RS 02 2 [T, 2z 80
Hrv&100 77 b »@ TNT ICHY L 72,

iR e Vo Th, XKV, i, FREEDD D272 05,

[ZNBBECET 2 720D 2 =T 3 — L7 LB oTniz] EWHFEHEWD D5
7z

"RRDIREFEIZ, BERGF ) anEoTE T, KA E -2 A7 L

Tz, N— NI, BERCERRTCEY  HEEES 125 40 X . JEE
BEoTnwiEI b ELTWS,

[EFEE LE QI VT, ZL T, HHICHERE L2

7z, FORBRZICLL, 77y IARBREICHET 2RETH L, [ 2 —FRE
BV X,

Py —<2%, 2, 3 BOBEREOIBICHRO TiICwiz, miiich>T, A4 7 —E»H0%E
[EW > T\l WEOHRZ-70d Lk el o 7z,

Lo L, HKOKITLAEZ LK T Tz,

(AR A T —Ficwolx, Z205HD 1 BZEFTT, bNA—-FRKEro B0

5



T HEZWXHPHRVEDIP-72TTNR, FLIDOFTH Lo izl cliz],
Ty XD ETR, TAFEPMELELHoZERLRF ) aZiAd o THITLTWSD
DRz 70, LT 2% ] LEbhi,

[FA7=B 13T 2L, RS »72, BE LICITo 2],

R Z HNIC MR CRE S 2 7 ¥ 5 DM B 5,

TS B% D A

N—tVKiE, WBEHET 8 FIBI LR, A4 CTHBTOBEMLE 2150 5 7= B EIC
molze HOIFRD Y A FMIHE DD TH L, Ml LTV R0, Ebain
Twbend,

N—p VX IR L OB CRIEEAFESEE DO o T EH, EHLTFRICANZI D
L 7= 481, BIREA D TR RRIC I TR0,

1966 fF, X=X ADIRY 2 v Mid, DIRICRD B W7 REECE T, IR Z B -
Tz, WMIIHZADRGIRRETIHE S 2 &R TE S, 40 fRPIFTEL otz

N—T L (IAA T ISR, RSA DEEZBO T3,

b= 213 1964 FICH) 9 FFRE. ME, BER DR ICRERE L 2%, BIL 72,

BEGT. AP LR, BRI E SN TE LD, FFICEE COEETREFES —-FOL
o7z,

77y TMEBORNICEEN Y 2 )-8, RICEINAET =T 4205 2 ADREAB
%o

TV T AR, TEDICKRIGE D DAHEER D D720, FEDEET RV I ICHDONT

6



W=D T, by —<RF [Ebnr-] LELTw,

oy —~RETTT4RF, NI VIERED 1.6 ~7 Z—LDtHIC, 4VEDfE 6 VD
K (OFROFLHEL7Z7 VAT V) EEBICEL LTS,

ARV Ty XA B ERE IO MR TEEE &l T 328, 1KHS D (@
TOERWICER L TWw 3,

1961 4FICHFE 288 L 721513, fBFERFE L LT, BRERCEY O B X ¢ 5t
HEL T, 1990 FER ‘B, A—27 7 v P22 L, 7 v FicHy
F2 L BWEMRICEEE bR, COERETIMNCHT, BECEML 72,

"Mool bwo.L e, B IR OBRESAYICHF o7,

H5H. HREREYVIORGEL 7y 72 EHIZ L T3 L EIC, ZTNBHEED T TE /2, T
FERREN, FLLTCHELELZIICAY, HEED L, @Y T30 0BERKE2EITTL
n, MEHEZFA TN,
J)—ALaTDHEMETH <A 7N - 7T =R, ¥ F=—DHEMFICHKL <. EHHE
THhILT ] EMEENE ZORERZRRL TH 5 -7,

[FADMEIX T CIMFATLENE Lz MARAD I L D TEST, AL LD TEZIHAT
Lol EMEDOHDEF a—T %o TR ZEVIALEZD, AM YTy PIAIIEF
s 72 & T & 7z,

OB ECORBEDENL, M L 2 ZHI VIS & v MR T Ch - 72, 1 FF,
IR CFM 2202 LiClho225, SEIFEF>»SFM%E Lz,

APV Ty PREFED T2 I3 . A=V FDOLT A A b~EFHRL 72, YWEHIOF
MBRFEEINT O, EMIIRDVICHICALTEFAL, 2200 EXMGET2 L5
i L7,

2009 > H 1 Z DIREETEIEL T3, [STHOKBFEROFEZ LB >TnE T,
WHICIE3ANDFED B NEH, WINDMOFIEIC TR WHEEEZIZ TWw 5,



Yav - AvTITVE
2007 fRITHRE S le ¥ — 2 LRI, BERE L IBREANDOFIE~ DR 2RO T, BIEHEAM
AEHL KRR T2 HEBT 520 ) TF,

HIEEFFoC
MEBBREEAGEORETH L7 P v RiIZ. 1 HIC 82T o7z, 1957 4Ficm b
ATAFICEMLETNRT Ty TANDRT I3V TL - ReIADBRRELRIIEHME, Vv
VYR T =X —VEHEDHREREL 2,

FEEES T BEEANIN60 ALHEINTEY, R, ERAaHCE S -5E-D
. BIEDLO DIRFRIC G 2 72728 D W TIlgR 2 kO T v 5,

T2, BEEADT LD CHRD 7D DOMIECEE IR L KD TS
HEDERETHET L - v —F v PRI, BE EA&%@%&kE%mﬁmeﬂx—/#
HHZLERALEMEICHED T~y v A RFOTLFELEDN, =2 —V =7V FEIFR
KEEBF 2GS 33Tl o7,

BEENEOY =794 Micks e, mEMFIERFI X7 2R/NRICIZ 370 0FIEZ
BELTw/izlwno,

"THIEIE X, 2O R C AT AR REDHGRICE DT wE L, ",



DAVID UNWIN/STUFF
EFE, REBREBEASODSEEZTEDZu4 -7 b VKX 1T HIZEL oz,

F =2 XA, IBEEANDTCHR~DOLIRIIEECTH O, % X 7 Rk R o 2
T EVHEBET, ZDO0DOMIEELTIEL W E WS,

2RV Ty P EAE BHESIICS R0, BHTREILTUELWES > T3,

<R EREBRIC, BU2 2 7 v TOVRRE NOTHRICES 2 & ICEe 2 324t L, JEEE
JIFICHE HREOMZERICI O L2 L AME-> T2 RO X5 Z 0Tzl ne
Ez2Twb,

N—w VI AF, REDOBEHEAREHYKETHE AN - TAT 4 ) IAICH, HifEE L
FLC XS ICFREESOD VLW,

[FARZIF AN T2 DI, TNHDEWDELDLRELEY PO XS ICfibild 7201
BUMICH EEI N2 L2 FERERML T nwZ & T3, |

[ LEB2 RO IE, hd4 XY RIAETEREZTbRr 27200 ? |

[FA7= b BKD T2 DIF, TRCOMHDOKL TR % KGR L 7R H N & Z ORIEICH 3
I onT, ARCHTFET L LR T T, HELWI L TEIHY FHA ],
N—pl by—=2y i, 8HEF X=X}V - ) —RADT - ~vFT - T—F - Fx7J
Y —ChfEN TV HEERETHNMINTWL 5,

k ok ok ok ok
COXEFADTEVEZLDOTIEH Y THA,

9



ARy 7 D=2 —A%fEBIClE, AH DA, BLWER, BOHOEVFHREY . ICL Wik
DiAH, M T — 2wy b, SMERER A A T, HfiE., B r Ay rhe, X
b DBRBETT,

o, BIACIFHZET TR AL, Suff ZHK—F L CWAEEZnD T,
DL b D=2 =AY D7 D0ICEX Hal-oMRALHERET 2T L0, HkizD
YV ClEC o Twa i HbETI NI, TOFMEMGTL TLET W,

bt icfbo T, B brilErEHE, HMZ L, iz J, gL, MRkL#T 27~
DOYEE BV T,

% sk ok sk ok

AT i3,

Harrowing stories reveal decades of fallout for nuclear test veterans
Jimmy Ellingham05:00, Jun 12 2021
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The mushroom cloud of a nuclear bomb rises on the horizon, viewed from HMNZS Pukaki.

More than 500 young Kiwi sailors were unwitting witnesses to British nuclear testing in the
Pacific in the late 1950s. Jimmy Ellingham talks to three men who were there.

One by one they spoke of cancers and birth defects in their children.

Four decades after Operation Grapple, hydrogen-bomb tests off Christmas Island witnessed

by New Zealanders on two frigates, HMNZS Rotoiti and Pukaki, the stories were

10


https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300205315/nuclear-test-veteran-carries-friends-torch-on-mission-for-recognition

harrowing and the suffering unbearable.

JL &

It was the early days of the New Zealand Nuclear Test Veterans’ Association, created through
the efforts of navy veteran Roy Sefton, from Palmerston North.

READ MORE:

* Nuclear test veterans encouraged quest for apology will succeed

* New Zealand's nuclear horror still not acknowledged say vets

* Nuclear test veterans seek audience with prime minister over family health problems

DAVID UNWIN/STUFF

Nuclear veterans Tere Tahi, centre, Clive Strickett and Michael Toomath take poppies from
RSA welfare officer Mike O’Connor at Roy Sefton’s funeral in January.

At the city’s Returned and Services’ Association home, Grapple sailors shared their stories of
the tests’ after-effects.

ADVERTISEMENT

Adpvertise with Stuff

“I knew people were sick. I didn’t know how sick. I didn’t know about the generations,” says

Pukaki veteran Clive Strickett.

“That really broke me up.”

Sefton told veterans to bring their wives and children. They told stories of miscarriages and,
in extreme cases, babies born with missing limbs.

“There wasn’t a dry face in the place,” Strickett says, remembering the moment when the

terrible effects of what they were exposed to hit them.
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“Everyone cried. It was so terrible. We decided that we've got to do something about this.”
That gathering in the late-1990s was also when fellow Pukaki sailor John Purcell learned what
his old mates and their families were going through.

“A person speaking had throat cancer. He was in terrible trouble.

“As I sat there and listened to all the other disabilities that our members and their families

have had, I suddenly realised that I had a story to tell as well.”

-
B

SUPPLIED

Pukaki sailors were told to face away from the blasts, only turning around after a couple of

minutes.

A chance to see the world

To young men of the 1950s, the navy provided the ticket to travel outside the confines of their
homeland.

Stickett, 86, left school young, worked on a farm, found it wasn’t for him, and signed up.
ADVERTISEMENT

Adpvertise with Stuff

He served in Korea and Malaya, and was involved in Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip’s

triumphant coronation tour.

In 1958, the Pukaki crew was given its orders and off it sailed to the Pacific where the sailors
were told they would be collecting weather data and observing British open-air nuclear tests.
Michael Toomath, 82, was just 17 when he signed on. He was on a ship escorting Sir Edmund
Hillary to Antarctica for the Commonwealth-led efforts to cross the continent and was also

involved in the royal tour, escorting Her Majesty to the Chatham Islands among other places.
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In Russell, Toomath formed part of the guard that welcomed the Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh to the town, and Elizabeth almost shook his hand before realising he wasn’t a town
dignitary.

“That was as close as I got to the Queen. I'll never forget it.”

In 1958, Toomath was also on the Pukaki. He says the crew was told it would go no closer
than 80 miles (128 kilometres) to the test sites.

Like Strickett, Toomath knew nothing about nuclear tests and the possible effects of radiation.
Purcell, 81, was also 17 when he joined the navy.

“It sounded like a great opportunity for some adventure,” he says. “I was very young and had
only travelled beyond Hawke’s Bay once, and that was to Gisborne. I'd certainly never
travelled outside of New Zealand.”

He was a freezing worker, but couldn’t see himself watching the clock every day.
ADVERTISEMENT

Advertise with Stuft

At sea on the Pukaki in mid-1958, Purcell found out they were to witness nuclear tests, but

wasn’t concerned.

“It was like an adventure.”

5
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SUPPLIED
John Purcell, in 1965. Since viewing the Pacific tests he’s suffered bouts of ill-health and had

a daughter who lived with severe disabilities.

In the fallout zone

In August and September 1958, there were five nuclear tests off Christmas Island, south of
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Indonesia, as Britain looked to match the arsenals held by the United States and Soviet Union.
Strickett saw three, the second of which was huge, 20 times bigger than Hiroshima, he says.
“That’s a huge explosion. That created a huge vapour cloud across the Pacific we had to
monitor. We had to monitor it until it evaporated.

“It took days and days to evaporate, so we were under that cloud for a long time.”

It rained. Hard. Pukaki had a problem with its salt water condenser, so an awning was put up
to collect rain water for washing and drinking. This potentially exposed the crew to more
radiation.

Strickett remembers the explosions as horrific, although they were an amazing sight. Beautiful,
some said.

“It was picturesque, but it wasn’t for me. [ can’t say [ enjoyed it. [ don't think we were prepared
for it.”

Sailors were told to tuck trousers into socks and cover their eyes. Those on deck sat with their
backs to the detonation zone and waited.

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertise with Stuft

“We did that and the bomb went off, and that was it for me. I could see the bones in my hand.

It was scary.”

For that second, big bomb, after two minutes the men were told to open their eyes and look
towards the blast.

“It was right in front of us... It was huge.”

Purcell saw four tests. Two smaller ones and two big ones, equivalent to 800,000 tonnes and
1 million tonnes of TNT, respectively.

Protective clothing wasn’t up to much, he says — a pair of trousers, hat and gloves.

“It’s so archaic they thought this was the uniform that would assist us with the blast...

“The biggest blast was a huge mushroom that climbed. It took up the whole horizon.”
Purcell also remembers sitting with his back to the blasts, waiting for them to explode as naval
officers counted from one to 40.

“The explosions were rumblings in the distance. Then you felt the heat on your back.”

He also saw the bones of his hands, a common memory of Grapple veterans. “That’s the
biggest memory I had, really.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertise with Stuft

Toomath was below deck for two or three explosions. In recent years he's learned that may

have been the worst place to be, as the boiler room sucked in air from outside.

“We had all the radiation coming down.”
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But at the time he felt safe.

“I'was in the boiler room for one of them. [ think that was the biggest one. [ know it got pretty
hot down there. It was that hot I couldn’t even touch the handrails on the ladders.”

Above deck he saw the Pukaki steaming towards a huge mushroom cloud full of lightning and

thunder, but was told not to worry.

“We were just young, innocent. We were up there for adventure.”

SUPPLIED

The crew on Pukaki waits on deck ahead of a nuclear test.

The aftermath

Purcell spent 8% years in the navy before joining the prison service, including being in charge
of Napier Prison.

His list of medical ailments is substantial. He doesn’t want to delve into the detail, but it
includes cancer.

Purcell gets a war veterans’ pension because of his health, but such support, which was hard-
won, does not extend to children or grandchildren of veterans.

In 1966, Purcell’s daughter Lynette was born with a hole in her heart and cerebral palsy. She
was never able to sit up unsupported and died in her mid-40s.

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertise with Stuft

Purcell lives in Napier, where he is president of the RSA.

Toomath left in 1964 after about nine years, working in the forestry then dairy industries.

He has suffered from fatigue, stress and joint pain, but the tiredness was the worst, particularly
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when working on farms.

Purcell and wife Gladys have two daughters, Cherie, born before Operation Grapple, and
Wendy, born after.

Wendy was advised not to have children because of the risk they could suffer from defects,
leaving Toomath feeling “robbed”.

Toomath and Gladys live on a 1.6 hectare property near Hamilton, with their four cats and six
dogs, all retired greyhounds.

Strickett considers himself and his family lucky compared with others, but he’s faced his own
health battle.

He left the navy in 1961 as a fit young man and, in the butchery industry, would have to move
animal carcasses.

In the late-1990s, when he worked in Auckland, he started getting sick.

He remembers going out to lunch and choking on his food. He was forced to run outside and
vomit in a garden.

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertise with Stuft

“You drunken b......,” said a man passing by, unfairly.

It came to a head one day as he was driving a produce delivery truck. He ate a banana, but
again started choking and pulled over. A passing policeman helped and called an ambulance.
Doctors were initially baffled, before a North Shore specialist, Michael Booth, consulted an
expert in Sydney for a solution to the condition, known as vigorous achalasia.

“My throat was shrivelling up fast. I couldn’t swallow. I couldn’t eat.”

Food was delivered down an uncomfortable tube, before it was decided Strickett needed
operating on.

The intricate surgery involved splitting his oesophagus from his throat to his stomach and
scraping off the shrivelled tissue. A year later he needed the same operation, but this time
surgeons entered from his back.

Strickett and his wife Femmy retired from Auckland to Waikato. His problems returned and,
after initially been scheduled for another operation, doctors instead inserted a valve into his
stomach through which he is fed.

He’s lived with that since 2009.

“I still believe it came from the H bomb tests.”

They have three children, all of whom have problems other branches of the family don’t suffer
from.

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertise with Stuft
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JOHN COWPLAND

Purcell, photographed in 2007, intends to keep writing to veterans’ affairs ministers to ask for

an apology and help for veterans’ families.

Waiting for an apology

Sefton, the Nuclear Test Veterans’ Association’s chairman, died in January, aged 82. Bulls
Grapple veteran Tere Tahi, who was aboard the Rotoiti in 1957, has taken over his mate’s

mantle and is determined to meet with Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern.

He estimates about 60 veterans survive and the association wants an apology for the young
men who were put in harm’s way and the effect the blasts had on their health.

It also wants research undertaken and medical help for children or grandchildren of veterans.
Association patron Al Rowland is a retired Massey academic involved in research that found
there was long-term genetic damage to the veterans and their families, but this hasn’t been
enough to convince the New Zealand or British Government.

The Veterans’ Affairs website says British authorities had procedures in place to minimise

risk. “The precautions were based on the best available knowledge at the time.”

17


https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300285208/nuclear-test-veterans-seek-audience-with-prime-minister-over-family-health-problems

DAVID UNWIN/STUFF

Long-serving Nuclear Test Veterans’ Association chairman Roy Sefton died in January.

Toomath says support for veterans’ children and grandchildren is crucial, as is understanding
the effects of radiation exposure down the generations. He would like to see research into this.
Strickett says he doesn’t need money from a payout, but would like an apology.

Like Toomath he wants the Government to fund research into Grapple veterans’ descendants
and for it to push the British Government into acknowledging it was wrong to risk the young
sailors’ lives.

Purcell says he’ll write a letter to the latest Veterans’ Affairs Minister, Meka Whaitiri, as he
has done to her predecessors.

“What I find hard to accept is the lack of recognition from the Crown that these young boys
were handed over to the Government to be treated like guinea pigs.

ADVERTISEMENT

Adpvertise with Stuff

“If the testing was so safe why didn’t the British carry it out on their own shores?

“All we want is simply a public apology for the treatment of all navel test veterans and their
whanau. That’s not hard.”

Purcell and Toomath are featured in a photography exhibition at Te Manawa Art Gallery,
Palmerston North, until August.

This story didn't write itself.Make a contribution

It takes real humans, tough phone calls, uncomfortable doorknocks, bushy stakeouts, complex

data sets, fancy cameras, tech experts, furious typing and a whole lot more to make each little
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nugget of Stuff news.

None of those things come cheap, which is why we're asking you to support Stuff with more
than just your eyes.

If our news connects with you, helps you understand your world, informs you on what's
happening around you, please consider making a contribution.

Help us keep writing, questioning, calling, filming and publishing on your behalf.

Become a supporter

19


https://dashboard.presspatron.com/donations/new?frame=1&t=TJu26zZFBKa635NQ13AZRn8S

